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Radical Spirituality sermon series 

Based on Pastor Jason’s book, Radical Spirituality: 
Repentance, Resistance, Revolution, this series explores big 
topics. This week, we explore the Bible as Radical Text! 

Radical merely means “from the root.” And, according to 
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, to be spiritual is to try all 
things, examine, investigate, inquire into, question, and discern 
all things. Join us as we move toward a radical spirituality! 

 

 
 
GATHERING  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
The LORD says to us in this very hour: 
“Listen!”  
God speaks to us a word of urgency, 
“I am standing at the door, knocking.”  
What should we do when we hear the voice of God who is 
LOVE rapping at the door of our heart? 
Open the door and let LOVE in! 
And the LORD says to each of us, 
“I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.” 
Let us who have ears to hear our God knocking, open our 
heart of devotion to worship God! 
 

OPENING PRAYER  
 

HYMN: Listen, God is Calling  (STJ 42) 
God of the Bible   (STJ 27) 

 
 
 



MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 

Psalm 119 :159-168  
 
Consider how I love your precepts; 
    preserve my life according to your steadfast love. 
The sum of your word is truth; 
    and every one of your righteous ordinances 
endures forever. 
Princes persecute me without cause, 
    but my heart stands in awe of your words. 
I rejoice at your word 
    like one who finds great spoil. 
I hate and abhor falsehood, 
    but I love your law. 
Seven times a day I praise you 
    for your righteous ordinances. 
Great peace have those who love your law; 
    nothing can make them stumble. 
I hope for your salvation, O Lord, 
    and I fulfill your commandments. 
My soul keeps your decrees; 
    I love them exceedingly. 
I keep your precepts and decrees, 

for all my ways are before you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 Kings 22:8-16 (NRSV) 
The high priest Hilkiah said to Shaphan the 
secretary, “I have found the book of the law in the 
house of the LORD.” When Hilkiah gave the book 
to Shaphan, he read it. Then Shaphan the secretary 
came to the king, and reported to the king, “Your 
servants have emptied out the money that was 
found in the house, and have delivered it into the 
hand of the workers who have oversight of the 
house of the LORD.” Shaphan the secretary 
informed the king, “The priest Hilkiah has given 
me a book.” Shaphan then read it aloud to the king. 
When the king heard the words of the book of the 
law, he tore his clothes. Then the king commanded 
the priest Hilkiah, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Achbor 
son of Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary, and the 
king’s servant Asaiah, saying, “Go, inquire of the 
LORD for me, for the people, and for all Judah, 
concerning the words of this book that has been 
found; for great is the wrath of the LORD that is 
kindled against us, because our ancestors did not 
obey the words of this book, to do according to all 
that is written concerning us.” So the priest 
Hilkiah, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah 
went to the prophetess Huldah the wife of Shallum 
son of Tikvah, son of Harhas, keeper of the 
wardrobe; she resided in Jerusalem in the Second 
Quarter, where they consulted her. She declared to 
them, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: 
Tell the man who sent you to me, Thus says the 
LORD…” 



 
HYMN: Lord, You Sometimes Speak (HWB 594) 

 
SERMON:  Bible as Radical Text  
 
REFLECTION 

 
RESPONDING 

 
OFFERING 
 
HYMN: Jesus Loves Me   (HWB 341) 
 
JOYS & CONCERNS  
(Pastoral Prayer response, “Lord, hear our prayer”) 
 
COMMUNAL PRAYER 
(Adapted from New Zealand Prayer Book) 
 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, Father and 
Mother of us all, Loving God who is in heaven:  
 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! Your 
commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and 
come on earth. 
 

With bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we 
absorb from one another forgive us. In times of temptation 
and test, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, 
spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is LOVE, now 
and forever. May it be so. Amen. 
 



SENDING 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & INTRODUCTIONS 
 
BENEDICTION 
When the Spirit is in us, we approach the scriptures anew. 
And we see that the word points us to the Word – Jesus 
who is the Logos. And this Word is Love. Go now into 
this week and this season with this Love kindled in your 
heart. And allow the Word that is in you to heal you and 
restore you, and to overflow into this world to bring hope 
and healing to others. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: Now Go in Peace  (STJ 74) 

 
Notes from our Rhythm 

 Every Sunday in November at 4pm – 
New/Prospective Member Orientation at the 
Meeting House. (All are invited.) 

 Nov. 26 - Eternity Sunday (also called Totensonntag 
or the Day of the Dead).This service occurs the 
Sunday before Advent, and serves to honor those 
who have already passed. All are invited as we seek 
to honor our ancestors. 

 December 3 - Communion and first Advent 
Sunday. We will break bread and pass the cup. We 
practice an open table, and welcome all. Our Advent 
sermon series will focus on Mary's Song! 

 December 10 - Rev. Nindyo Sasongko, Ph.D. 
student of theology at Fordham University and 
ordained Mennonite minister from Indonesia, will be 
our guest preacher. 

 December 17 - Join us for our annual Lessons & 
Carols service! 



SERVICE FOR 11/12/17 
ATTENDANCE: 35 
OFFERING: $1417 
 
 
CONTACT US: Pastor Jason Storbakken, 

pastor@manhattanmennonite.org, Elders Tim Kennel 

Shenk at timishenk@gmail.com; Susan Skeels at 

fgrpts@aol.com; Suzanne Kreps at Suzanne Kreps 

suzannekre@mindspring.com.  

 

 
 

 
Seeking the peace of the City, we welcome God’s 

people of any race, sexual orientation, ethnic identity, gender, 
ability, age, creed, economic status or life situation.  Manhattan 
Mennonite Fellowship is a member of the Atlantic Coast 
Conference, an area conference of Mennonite Church USA.  



Here is a place for worship reflections. What are you sensing 
about God in the here and now? What words, images or 
questions do you want to take with you into this new week? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We are God’s poetry…” – Ephesians 2:10 


