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Eternity Sunday (also called Totensonntag or Day of 
the Dead) 

Eternity Sunday falls on the last Sunday of the church year 

as a memorial for those who have died during the 

preceding twelve months. It is rooted in the German 

Protestant tradition and is akin All Souls Day or the 

Mexican holiday Dia de Muertos (Day of the Dead). 

 
 
GATHERING  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
We enter rhythms and movements, seasons and 
circumstances. 
The completion of one rhythm gives way to a new 
rhythm. 

And one season transitions into another.  
Many listen to the music 

but few catch the importance of the silence between 
the notes. 
The moments of silence in the song is also the song. 
A pause in poetry is also the poem. 
Let us dwell in the uncomfortable mystery, 
 The place between life and death and new life. 
And let us be present with our God who is with us 
always,  

in the laughing and the grieving. 
Let us worship in the Mystery. 
 

OPENING PRAYER  
 

HYMN  
 



MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

 
John 14:1-7 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in 
God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 
there are many dwelling places. If it were not 
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be 
also. And you know the way to the place where 
I am going.”  
 
Thomas said to him,  
 
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?”  
 
Jesus said to him,  
 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me. If 
you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen 
him.” 
 
 
 
 
 



Revelation 6:1-8 (NRSV) 
Then I saw the Lamb open one of the seven seals, 
and I heard one of the four living creatures call out, 
as with a voice of thunder, “Come!” I looked, and 
there was a white horse! Its rider had a bow; a 
crown was given to him, and he came out 
conquering and to conquer. 
 
When he opened the second seal, I heard the 
second living creature call out, “Come!” And out 
came another horse, bright red; its rider was 
permitted to take peace from the earth, so that 
people would slaughter one another; and he was 
given a great sword. 
 
When he opened the third seal, I heard the third 
living creature call out, “Come!” I looked, and there 
was a black horse! Its rider held a pair of scales in 
his hand, and I heard what seemed to be a voice in 
the midst of the four living creatures saying, “A 
quart of wheat for a day’s pay, and three quarts of 
barley for a day’s pay, but do not damage the olive 
oil and the wine!” 
 
When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice 
of the fourth living creature call out, “Come!” I 
looked and there was a pale green horse! Its rider’s 
name was Death, and Hades followed with him; 
they were given authority over a fourth of the 
earth, to kill with sword, famine, and pestilence, 
and by the wild animals of the earth. 



HYMN  

 
SERMON:  Eternity Sunday 
 
REMEMBRANCE and RELEASE 

 
RESPONDING 

 
OFFERING 
 
HYMN  
 
JOYS & CONCERNS  
(Pastoral Prayer response, “Lord, hear our prayer”) 
 
COMMUNAL PRAYER 
(Adapted from New Zealand Prayer Book) 
 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, Father and 
Mother of us all, Loving God who is in heaven:  
 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! Your 
commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and 
come on earth. 
 

With bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we 
absorb from one another forgive us. In times of temptation 
and test, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, 
spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is LOVE, now 
and forever. May it be so. Amen. 
 

 



SENDING 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & INTRODUCTIONS 
 
BENEDICTION  
We go into the darkness 
Because the light only illuminates so much of the 
cosmos. 
In the rich darkness 
We discover the fabric of eternity. 
 
Go in peace. 
 
SENDING SONG  

 
Notes from our Rhythm 

 December 3 - Communion and first Advent 
Sunday. We will break bread and pass the cup. We 
practice an open table, and welcome all. Our Advent 
sermon series will focus on Mary's Song! 

 December 10 - Rev. Nindyo Sasongko, Ph.D. 
student of theology at Fordham University and 
ordained Mennonite minister from Indonesia, will be 
our guest preacher. 

 December 17 - Join us for our annual Lessons & 
Carols service! (Potluck will follow.) 

"Susan Miller and Mel Lehman wish to express their 
profound thanks for all of the kindness of the MMF 
members who attended our joyful wedding reception and 
helped by bringing food and setting up.  We're so grateful 
for the many years of being our faith community!" 



SERVICE FOR 11/19/17 
ATTENDANCE: 55 
OFFERING: $715 
 
 
CONTACT US: Pastor Jason Storbakken, 

pastor@manhattanmennonite.org, Elders Tim Kennel 

Shenk at timishenk@gmail.com; Susan Skeels at 

fgrpts@aol.com; Suzanne Kreps at Suzanne Kreps 

suzannekre@mindspring.com.  

 

 

 
Seeking the peace of the City, we welcome God’s 

people of any race, sexual orientation, ethnic identity, gender, 
ability, age, creed, economic status or life situation.  Manhattan 
Mennonite Fellowship is a member of the Atlantic Coast 
Conference, an area conference of Mennonite Church USA.  
 



Here is a place for worship reflections. What are you sensing 
about God in the here and now? What words, images or 
questions do you want to take with you into this new week? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We are God’s poetry…” – Ephesians 2:10 


