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SEEKING THE PEACE OF THE CITY! 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Something is happening across the land.  
The people are rising up.  
But where? 
In the Sanctuary Movement and Black Lives Matter and 
the new Poor People’s Campaign. 
Where is God in all of this? 
Jesus said, “I was poor, an immigrant, incarcerated. This 
is my family. What you do to them you do to me.” 
Jesus is in the liberation movement! He is the God on the 
margins and underside. Let us worship at the altar of the 
Revolutionary One. 
Let us worship at the altar of the One who is LOVE,  
the One who liberates and then reconciles, 
the One who changes hearts and then minds. Amen. 
 



PRAYER  Rev. Michael Howard, Brookside UCC Church 
 

CONFESSION 
We have yet to repent of unearned privileges. 
We benefit in society too often at the expense of Black 
and Brown people, women and poor, immigrants, and 
sexual minorities. 
Search our hearts and uproot everything that doesn’t belong. 
Search our thoughts and convict us of any bigotry or 
classism so that we might turn from these idols toward 
the true God. 
Make us new creations that we might enter your presence. 
 

HYMN: Longing for light   STJ 54 
 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE 
If we confess our wrongdoing, God is faithful to forgive. 
Let us take a continual posture of repentance.  
Let us be sincere and receive forgiveness. 
We are forgiven in Christ Jesus. 
We are restorers of the breach, ministers of liberation and 
reconciliation. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
HYMN:  You've got a place   STJ 4 
 
SERMON: There’s A Revival in the Valley: Ezekiel 37 and The  

Total Recall of Dr. King’a Poor People’s Campaign 
  Guest Preacher: Onleilove Alston 
 

HYMN:  Lift every voice   HWB 579 
 

OFFERING   
 

JOYS & CONCERNS  



COMMON PRAYER 
(Adapted from New Zealand Prayer Book) 
 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Father 
and Mother of us all, Loving God who is in heaven:  
 

Your holy name ring through the universe! Your justice be 
followed by people of the world!  Your will be done! Your 
reign of peace sustain our hope and come soon. With bread 
we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from one 
another forgive us. When tempted and tested, strengthen us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the 
glory of the power that is LOVE, now and forever. Amen. 
 

INTRODUCTIONS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

HYMN: God be with you  HWB 430 
 

BENEDICTION  
Jesus speaks Good News to the poor, binds the 
brokenhearted, sets captives free. 
How? 
Through us. We are Christ’s body.  
Then let’s work out of this Christ consciousness. 
Let us work for justice because we worship the God of 
the oppressed, the God of hope and promise. 
Let us depart with the Spirit’s blessing upon us. 

 
Notes from our Rhythm (manhattanmennonite.org/rhythm) 

 1/28 – Congregational Meeting (after service) 

 April 20-22 - the MMF Spring Retreat at Camp Deerpark. 
 

Connect with us 
Jason Storbakken, pastor pastor@manhattanmennonite.org 
Tim Kennel Shenk, elder timishenk@gmail.com 
Susan Skeels, elder  fgrpts@aol.com 
Suzanne Kreps, elder  suzannekre@mindspring.com 

 



Seeking the peace of the City, we welcome God’s people 

of any race, sexual orientation, ethnic identity, gender, ability, age, 
creed, economic status or life situation.  Manhattan Mennonite 
Fellowship is a member of the Atlantic Coast Conference, an area 
conference of Mennonite Church USA.  
 

manhattanmennonite.org 
 
Guest preacher bio: 
Onleilove (pronounced Onlylove) Chika Alston, founder of 
Prophetic Whirlwind, was born and raised in East New 
York, Brooklyn. Currently, she is the executive director at 
PICO-Faith in New York, where she leads a multiracial and 
multifaith organizing federation of 70+ congregations 
representing 80,000 New Yorkers who are working to Build 
the Beloved City where all of God’s children can live in 
dignity.  
 
After receiving her bachelor’s degree in Human 
Development with a minor in African-American studies from 
Penn State University, she completed a year of service with 
AmeriCorps Public Allies New York. In 2011, she received 
her Master of Divinity and Master of Social Work degrees 
from Union Theological Seminary and Columbia University 
School of Social Work, respectively. 
 
Her writing has been featured in Sojourners Magazine, Huff 
Post Religion, The Black Commentator and NPR’s On Being 
blog, as well as in other print and online publications. 
Having experienced poverty and homelessness, she has 
developed a compassion for people fueled by her passion for 
justice, and knows that the gospel is truly “good news to the 
poor.” 


