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SEEKING THE PEACE OF THE CITY! 

 

GATHERING SONG 
 

CALL to WORSHIP 
Wounded Savior, broken on the cross, heal our wounds; 
Open our minds, soften our hearts. 
Risen Christ, unhealed and holy, subverting the means and 
schemes of the world to usher in a new way. 
We are enamored by your splendor,  
transformed by your love. 
Let us worship the Holy One in Spirit and power. 
 

(Give Thanks!) 

                                                 
1
 Pez Dispenser (1984) by Jean-Michel Basquiat, Brooklyn-born artist of Haitian and 

Puerto Rican descent.  



SONG We Are People of God’s Peace   407 
In Christ There Is No East or West  306 

 

CONFESSION 
“Can you reconcile with a person whose foot is firmly planted 
on your neck?”2 Can there be reconciliation without liberation? 

(Reflection) 
We confess we run toward reconciliation while 
neglecting the necessary work of liberation. 
We have yet to repent of unearned privileges. 
We benefit in society at the expense of Black and Brown 
people, the disabled, women and poor, immigrants and 
sexual minorities.  
Forgive us for our internalized bigotry, forgive us for our 
complicity in a racist and ableist system. 
Search our hearts and forgive us. 
Make us new. 

(Reflection) 
 

ASSURANCE of PARDON 
We have work to do –  
Work within ourselves and work in our communities. 
God sees our heart and is faithful to forgive. 
We are a forgiven and forgiving people, a loving and 
beloved community. 
We are restorers of the breach, ministers of liberation and 
reconciliation. 
 

SHARING PEACE 
 

SONG This Little Light of Mine   401 
 
 
 
                                                 
2
 Dr. James H. Cone, founder of Black liberation theology. 



SCRIPTURE READING 
 

Exodus 4:10-17 
But Moses said to the Lord, “O my Lord, I have never been 
eloquent, neither in the past nor even now that you have 
spoken to your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of 
tongue.” Then the Lord said to him, “Who gives speech to 
mortals? Who makes them mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it 
not I, the Lord? Now go, and I will be with your mouth and 
teach you what you are to speak.” But he said, “O my Lord, 
please send someone else.” Then the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Moses and he said, “What of your brother 
Aaron the Levite? I know that he can speak fluently; even 
now he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you his 
heart will be glad. You shall speak to him and put the words 
in his mouth; and I will be with your mouth and with his 
mouth, and will teach you what you shall do. He indeed shall 
speak for you to the people; he shall serve as a mouth for you, 
and you shall serve as God for him. Take in your hand this 
staff, with which you shall perform the signs.” 
 

Luke 4:18-19 
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he 
went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. 
He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 
where it was written:  

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
        to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
    and recovery of sight to the blind, 
        to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
 

SONG Thuma Mina     434 
 



SERMON:  A Black Liberation Theology of Disability 
  Message by Kendrick Kemp 

(Reflection) 

OFFERING 
 

JOYS & CONCERNS  
 

COMMON PRAYER3 
 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Father 
and Mother of us all, Loving God who is in heaven:  
 

Your holy name ring through the universe! Your justice be 
followed by people of the world!  Your will be done! Your 
reign of peace sustain our hope and come soon. With bread we 
need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from one 
another forgive us. When tempted and tested, strengthen us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the 
glory of the power that is LOVE, now and forever. Amen. 
 

BLACK HISTORY “Did You Know?” MOMENTS 
 

INTRODUCTIONS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

SENDING SONG Lift Every Voice   579 
  

BENEDICTION  
Go forth in newness and love. 
Peace is ours to share. 
Enter into the night, 

into God’s wondrous darkness. 
for LOVE is God.  

 
Notes from our Rhythm (manhattanmennonite.org/rhythm) 

 3/10 – Tour of African American Burial ground (email 
ecyepez@yahoo.com for more info). 

 4/20-22 - the MMF Spring Retreat at Camp Deerpark. 

                                                 
3
 Adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book 


