
MANHATTAN MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP 
3.11.18  Women’s History Month 

1 
SEEKING THE PEACE OF THE CITY! 

CALL to PRAISE 
Let us dwell deep in the vastness and depth of the cosmos and 
awaken to God’s myriad self-revelations in this world.  
Inspire us by ancient-future expressions of being – psalm, 
song, prophetic utterance, and interwoven relationships. 
Teach us to slow down; to practice gentle presence. 
Be our breath as we breathe deeply… 

(deep breath) 

                                                 
1
 After many years as a factory worker in China, Guo Fengyi retired and became an 

artist. In 1989 she had a series of mystic visions that formed the basis of her art. 



(Let’s orient ourselves toward gratitude. Let’s share out in a word 
or sentence that which we are thankful for.) 

 

SONG Jesus Christ is waiting  STJ 30 
God is here among us  HWB 16 

 

PRAYER of CONFESSION 
So often we mentally assent to right teachings, but then do 
our own thing. Like Saint Paul said, 
“I don’t understand my own actions. For I do not do what 
I want, but I do the very thing I hate.”2 
We walk passed panhandlers and people hurting when we 
have the means to give.  
We enjoy buskers on the subway, but pretend to not see 
them when they ask for a donation. 
Help us LORD to love and forgive freely, to care deeply for 
everyone in the human community. 
 

 (Silent reflection) 
 

PRAYER of COMMITMENT 
You are full of great graciousness and you continue to re-
orient us to the holy good and true purpose of life: 
To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. 
And to love others as we are expected to love ourselves.3 
Let us commit to that deep love. 
Let us commit to that bold, mysterious Holy LOVE. 
 

SHARING PEACE 
 

SONG Wade in the water   HWB 446 
 

PRAYER for ILLUMINATION 
Holy One, illuminate your word for us. Spirit, breathe life into 
us. Even as you spoke to those who wrote your holy scrolls, 
speak to us now. 

                                                 
2
 Romans 7:15 

3
 Mark 12:30-31 



SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 19:7-10; John 3:14-21 
 

MESSAGE by Robert Ellsberg 
“One lamp lights another: The power of living witness.” 

 

SOLO SONG Marie Engle, Mezzo-Soprana 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS & PETITIONS 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

COMMON PRAYER4 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Father 
and Mother of us all, Loving God who is in heaven:  
 

Your holy name ring through the universe! Your justice be 
followed by people of the world!  Your will be done! Your 
reign of peace sustain our hope and come soon. With bread we 
need for today, feed us. Continue to grow us into a forgiven 
and forgiving people, a loving and beloved community. When 
tempted and tested, strengthen us. From the grip of all that is 
evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is 
LOVE, now and forever. Amen. 
 

WOMEN’S HISTORY “Did You Know?” MOMENTS 
 

INTRODUCTIONS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

SENDING SONG We will walk with God STJ 78 
 

BENEDICTION  
Go forth as a fertile field,  
cultivating a sense of awe and wonder. 
Go forth, wonder-filled,  
creating awesome-ness in the world. 
Go forth, 
together in splendor, newness and love. 
 

                                                 
4
 Adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book 



Manhattan Mennonite 2018 Spring Retreat 
Theme: Embodied Worship!  
When: April 20-22   
Registration Rates5 

 Adults and older children pay $130.00 

 Children (ages 5-11) pay $75.00 
Register online at manhattanmennonite.org/spring-retreat-2018 
 

Connect with us 
Jason Storbakken, pastor pastor@manhattanmennonite.org 
Tim Kennel Shenk, elder timishenk@gmail.com 
Susan Skeels, elder  fgrpts@aol.com 
Suzanne Kreps  suzannekre@mindspring.com 

 
Bio of Guest Speaker, Robert Ellsberg (in his words) 
“In 1975, when I was nineteen, I dropped out of college and went to 
work at the Catholic Worker house in New York City, expecting to 
spend just a few months. I ended up staying five years. Those were the 
last years of Dorothy Day, the founder of the Catholic Worker, who died 
in 1980. After a few months, she asked me to serve as managing editor 
of the Catholic Worker paper. After her death, I went on to edit her 
selected writings, and twenty-five years later, her diaries and letters. I 
became a Catholic during my time there, and later went to study 
theology before ending up at Orbis Books. I really believe that 
everything I have done in my life has been an extension of what I 
learned and experienced during those years.”6 

                                                 
5
 Registration Rates are approximate and may change depending on size of the group. 

6
 https://aleteia.org/2013/09/19/dorothy-days-editor-an-interview-with-robert-ellsberg/ 
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