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SEEKING THE PEACE OF THE CITY! 

CALL to PRAISE 
Holy One, God who is LOVE, Your promises are true! 
You shall turn swords into plowshares, weapons into 
garden tools.  
That which was meant for destructive will be made into that 
which is life-giving. 
Spirit of Shalom, bolster our faith and inspire us anew. 
 

SONG  Longing for Light    SJ 54 
O Prince of Peace    HWB 15 
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CONFESSION & COMMITMENT 
We confess that we have not done all that is possible to 
promote peace and justice in our world. We have not loved 
our neighbors, let alone our enemies. Forgive us. 

Silent Reflection 
Help us to learn and live Your way of peace. 
Help us to commit to embodying Your love. 
 

SHARING PEACE 
 

SONG There Is a Balm in Gilead  HWB 627 
 

SPECIAL OFFERING for Homeless Outreach (S4J) 
 

SCRIPTURE  
Matthew 5:1-9 (NRSV) 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and 
after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to 
speak, and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for 
they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they will be called children of God.” 
 

Matthew 5:43-48 (NRSV) 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you 
may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his 
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who 
love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers 
and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not 
even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.’” 



 
MESSAGE   Building Peace in a War-Torn World 

Guest speakers: Doug Hostetter and  
Thien Phuoc Tran Quang 

 

REFLECTION 
 

JOYS & CONCERNS 
 

COMMON PRAYER2 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Father 
and Mother of us all, Loving God who is in heaven:  May 
Your Holy Name ring throughout the universe! Let Your 
justice be followed by people of the world. May Your will be 
done. May Your reign of peace sustain our hope and come 
soon. With bread we need for today, feed us. And continue to 
grow us into a forgiven and forgiving people, a loving and 
beloved community. When tempted and tested, strengthen us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the 
glory of the power that is LOVE, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

INTRODUCTIONS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRIDE DID YOU KNOW MOMENTS 
 

SENDING SONG Take My Life  HWB 389  
 

BENEDICTION3 
As Jesus said, “Peace, I leave with you;  
and my peace I give to you.” 
Let us go in peace. 
Amen. 
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 Adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book 
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 John 14:27 



Connect with us 
Jason Storbakken, pastor pastor@manhattanmennonite.org 
Tim Kennel Shenk, elder timishenk@gmail.com 
Susan Skeels, elder  fgrpts@aol.com 
Suzanne Kreps, elder  suzannekre@mindspring.com 
 

Our Rhythm4 

Here are a few notes from our current rhythm: 

 June 16 - NYC Council of Mennonite Churches meeting at 
Menno House 

 June 17 at 5 PM - Blessing of the Skateboards service (And 
Father’s Day)! 

 June 24 at 5 PM - Rev. Nindyo Sasongko will share a mighty 
message! 

 July 1 at 4 PM - the next Upside Down Round Table 
discussion. (Send suggested topics/articles to 
pastor@manhattanmennonite.org) 

 (The pastor's open office hours are Thursday between 4 pm - 7 pm at 
the church office at Menno House.) 
 

About this service 
Doug Hostetter, current director of the Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC) United Nations Office, and Thien Tran, 
Vietnamese intern in the MCC U.N. office, will share from 
their first-hand experiences in light of the recent 50th 
anniversary of the Vietnam War. Doug was a conscientious 
objector during the war and chose to do his alternative service 
working with MCC in Vietnam, in the middle of the war zone 
during the height of that war. He will share stories about 
Vietnam, the importance of conscientious objection to war and 
the power of love and truth to transform “enemies” into 
friends. Thien, who is serving with MCC’s International 
Volunteer Exchange Program (IVEP), will also share about 
growing up after the war in Ho Chi Minh City and the legacy 
it left behind, including issues like Agent Orange and the 
work MCC does with people living with the effects today. 
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