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BLESSING OF THE PETS! 

CALL to PRAISE   
Bless the Lord, all you his creatures, 
And forget not all his benefits. 
O God, you have made us and all living things. You are even 
more wonderful than what you have made. As you take care of 
us, so also we ask your help that we might take care of those 
who trust us to look after them.  By doing this, we share in 
your own love for all creation. We ask this in Jesus' name.  
Amen. 
 

SONG   
 

SHARING PEACE 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 8  



MESSAGE  Blessing of the Animals! 
Preacher: Thomas Hughes, MDiv  
 

THE PRAYERS 
Let us give thanks to God for all the gifts so freely bestowed 
upon us....  for the beauty and wonder of creation, in earth 
and sky and sea; 
We thank you, Creator. 
For the richness of the mountains, plains and rivers;  
We thank you, Holy One. 
For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women;  
We thank you, Almighty.  
For all creatures that breathe, and move, and have life;  
We thank you, Life-Giver.  
For the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers and trees;  
We thank you, Song-Maker.  
For the trust you have shown in giving into our care these, 
our pets; 
We thank you, God who is Love. 
That each pet here may be treasured with care;  
We pray to you, Father.  
That we may love and honor all your works, O God;  
We pray to you, Mother.  
That we may continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of 
your abundant creation; 
To the honor and glory of your name, now and forever, 
we pray to you, Lord. 
 

THE BLESSING OF EACH PET 
N, may you be blessed in the Name of God who created you, 
and may you and N (the owner) enjoy life together with God. 
 

BLESSING PRAYER 
 

OFFERING 
 

SONG    
 



INTRODUCTIONS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

SENDING SONG 
 

BLESSING1 
May God bless US with discomfort at easy answers, half-
truths, and superficial relationships, so that we may live deep 
within our heart. May God bless us with anger at injustice, 
oppression, and exploitation of people, so that we may work 
for justice, freedom and peace. May God bless us with tears to 
shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and 
war, so that we may reach out our hand to comfort them and 
to turn their pain into joy. May God bless us with enough 
foolishness to believe that we can make a difference in this 
world, so that we can do what others claim cannot be done. 
And the Blessing of God, who Creates, Redeems and 
Sanctifies, be upon us and all we love and pray for this day, 
and forever more. Amen. 

 
 
Our Calendar2 

Here are a few notes from our current rhythm:  

 Sunday, October 14 -  5 PM, Rabbi Amichai Lau-Lavie* 

o Congregational Meeting (following service) 

 Saturday, October 13 at 3 PM – Blessing (and tea) in the Menno 

House Garden to honor Mary  Ellen Schrock (RSVP to 

manager@mennohouse.org 

 October 26-27 - 2018 Annual Assembly at Akron Mennonite 

Church (Akron, PA) 
 

(The pastor’s open office hours are Thursday, 4-7 PM) 
 

 
 

                                                 
1
 Adapted from Romans 11:33 

2
 manhattanmennonite.org/rhythm   

* Guest preacher 



Connect with us! 
Jason Storbakken, pastor pastor@manhattanmennonite.org 
Tim Kennel Shenk, elder timishenk@gmail.com 
Susan Skeels, elder  fgrpts@aol.com 
Suzanne Kreps, elder  suzannekre@mindspring.com 

Psalm 8   (NRSV) 

To the leader: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of David. 

O LORD our Governor,  
    how exalted is your Name in all the world! 
  

Out of the mouths of infants and children  
    your majesty is praised above the heavens. 
  
You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries,  
    to quell the enemy and the avenger. 
  

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,  
    the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
  

What is man that you should be mindful of him?  
    the son of man that you should seek him out? 
  

You have made him but little lower than the angels;  
    you adorn him with glory and honor; 
  

You give him mastery over the works of your hands;  
    you put all things under his feet: 
  

All sheep and oxen,  
    even the wild beasts of the field, 
  

The birds of the air, the fish of the sea,  
    and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 
  

O LORD our Governor,  
    how exalted is your Name in all the world! 

mailto:suzannekre@mindspring.com

