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SEEKING THE PEACE OF THE CITY! 

Communion Service – The Epiphany 
 

WELCOME introductions & announcements 
 

CALL to WORSHIP1 
Arise, shine, for the Light of the World has come! 
A shadow covers the earth and its people, 
but the radiance of God's Light burns away the shadow, 
illuminating the smallest corner, and heralding in the 
start of a new dawn,  
where hearts no longer fear, souls are set free, 
Arise, shine, for the Light of the World has come! 
 

SONG  
 

CONFESSION and RECONCILIATION 
Too often we seek things, or other’s approval, or experiences, 
when we should seek first the way of the holiness and peace. 
 

(silent reflection…  one minute) 
 

Holy Spirit, lead us into right relationship with you, our 
world, and with one another. 
 
                                                 
1
 Adapted from http://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Epiphany.htm 



SHARING PEACE 
 

OFFERING & SONG   
 

SCRIPTURE READING  Matthew 2:1-12 
 

MESSAGE  Magis, mystery, and holy resistance 
 

INVITATION to the CIRCLE 
 

JOYS & CONCERNS 
 

BREAKING the BREAD   
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed, took 
a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it 
and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me”. 
 

PASSING the CUP 
In the same way he took the cup also after supper, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this as often 
as you drink it in remembrance of me.” For as often as you 
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 
 
COMMON PRAYER 
Holy One: Your kin-dom come. Your will be done. On earth 
as it is in heaven. Nourish us and keep us mindful that each bite 
of food contains the life of the Sun and the Earth. The whole 
universe is in a piece of bread.2 Transform us into a forgiven and 
forgiving people, a loving and beloved community; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, both personal 
and systemic. For yours is the kin-dom and the power and the 
glory forever. Amen. 

                                                 
2
 Thich Nhat Hanh, Happiness 



SENDING SONG   
 

BLESSING 
Go now as a light to the world. Honor God, speak truth, 
embody what you know of the Risen Christ. 
And may the God who is Love strengthen us and bless us 
with peace; May the Spirit usher in justice for each of us 
and through all of us. 
And may we be continually reminded that we are God’s 
beloved. We go in peace to love and serve the Holy One. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 

Our Rhythm3 

Here are a few notes from our current rhythm:  

 Saturday, Jan. 12 from 3-5 PM, Theology on Tap. 
Location: Boilermaker  

 Sunday, Jan. 20 at 3 PM – Elders/Trustees Meeting 

 Sunday, January 20 at 5 PM - Beyond Rhetoric: 
Understanding Honduras' Humanitarian Crisis  

 Wednesday, January 23, 6-8 PM, Bible Study & 
Worship Arts (with Deacons) 

 Sunday, January 27 at 6:15 PM - Congregational 
Meeting! 

 Sunday, February 10 at 5 PM - Scott Sprunger will 
bring the message. 

 
To stay up to date, check our calendar of events. 

 
Connect with us! 
Jason Storbakken, pastor pastor@manhattanmennonite.org 
Tim Kennel Shenk, elder timishenk@gmail.com 
Susan Skeels, elder  fgrpts@aol.com 
Suzanne Kreps, elder  suzannekre@mindspring.com 

                                                 
3
 manhattanmennonite.org/rhythm   



Matthew 2:1-12  (NRSV) 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem 

of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 

“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For 

we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 

and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 

priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 

the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of 

Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 

from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then 

he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently 

for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word 

so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had 

heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went 

the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over 

the place where the child was. When they saw that the star 

had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering 

the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 

knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 

treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return 

to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 


