
 

 
 

MANHATTAN MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP 



WELCOME 
 
CALL to WORSHIP 
There is an ember of hope 

The fire of creation 

The promise of God 

To Adam 

To Eve 

To us 

It glows in every heart 

In every soul it seeks to burst into flame 
 

LIGHTING of the ADVENT CANDLE 
 

(Reflective pause) 
 

 



CALL to DISCIPLESHIP 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not 

know when the time will come… And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 

awake.”       

     –Jesus of Nazareth (Mark 13:32-33, 37) 

 
SONG 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Guide us, O God, by your Word, and Holy Spirit, that in your light we 

may see light, in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover 

peace; through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
 



Isaiah 64:1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

so that the mountains would quake at your presence-- 

as when fire kindles brushwood 

and the fire causes water to boil-- 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 

so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

From ages past no one has heard, 

no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 

who works for those who wait for him. 

You meet those who gladly do right, 

those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; 



because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

We have all become like one who is unclean, 

and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, 

or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 

and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 

we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

we are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 

and do not remember iniquity forever. 

Now consider, we are all your people. 

 



MESSAGE 
 

BREAKOUT ROOMS  For what do you joyfully anticipate? 
 

OFFERING  
 

INTROS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

JOYS & CONCERNS         Holy One, hear our prayer 
 

COMMON PRAYER1 
Holy One: Your kindom come. Your will be done. On earth as it is in 
heaven. Nourish us with bread that sustains body and soul. Transform 
us into a forgiven and forgiving people, a loving and beloved 
community; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
both personal and systemic. For yours is the kindom and the power and 
the glory forever. Amen 

                                                 
1 Kindom is a gender-inclusive term for God’s reign (and beloved community). At MMF, we believe God has many pronouns. 



 
SONG      
 
BLESSING 
We go into the darkness  

because the light only illuminates so much of the cosmos.  

In the rich darkness we discover the fabric of eternity.  

In the fullness of Christ’s peace, we go. Amen. 


